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Having served as a theology teacher at Xavier from 2002-2008 (and football 
coach from 1998-2008), I often refer to my tenure as president as my sec-
ond “tour of duty” at our school. And let me tell you, I couldn’t be enjoying 
it more! For sure, the second time around has brought with it a different 
perspective. And that new perspective brings an even deeper appreciation 
for Xavier and Catholic education. 

Perhaps what strikes me the most when I reflect on my second time around 
is how much society has changed. Social media, mobile devices and soci-
etal expectations are just a few examples. We even live in a world where my 
Chicago Cubs are recent World Series champions! Simply stated, the world 
is very different in 2020 compared to when I left in 2008.

Perhaps what saddens me the most when I look at our world today is to see 
how much our society seems to push Jesus further away. Laws are passed 
with no regard for Jesus. Prayer is increasingly deemed as an “inappropri-
ate” activity for sectors of our society. And seemingly more and more, be-
havior contrary to our Lord’s expectations is accepted. It seems in our world 
today, Jesus increasingly (and sadly), is not welcome. 

Something that has also changed since I last worked at Xavier is I married 
a wonderful woman, my wife Erica. Together, we have two young children; 
the youngest born this past January. For sure, my wife and children have 
made my life better. Our family is beyond blessed. 

When considering a society that is increasingly contrary to Jesus and then 
further considering our two children, it’s made us pause and reflect. What 
kind of a world and environment do we want them to grow up in? For us, a 
world where Jesus is welcomed as much as possible is a priority. 

My second “tour of duty” at Xavier brings an even greater appreciation 
for what our school offers. I’m not sure I fully appreciated a high school 
experience centered on Jesus in 2008 the way I do today. My world has 
changed over the last 12 years and for sure, so has the world around me. 
Xavier is the only high school in Cedar Rapids that promotes, welcomes 
and is centered on Jesus and instilling Catholic values. That atmosphere is 
needed today more than ever. 

May God continue to bless the Xavier Saints of today and their life-long 
journey with Christ. May Xavier always be a place where Jesus is welcomed 
not only for our students today, but most certainly for those to come.   

Chris McCarville (R97)
President, Xavier High School
      @CRXPres | chris.mccarville@xaviersaints.org

Jesus is the Difference
Introduction from XHS President, Chris McCarville (R97)

View regular video updates from President 
McCarville in the “President’s Corner” at

XavierSaintS.org/PreSident

TUNE IN & OFFER 
YOUR SUPPORT ON

Forever 
SaintS day
Thursday, April 30, 2020
XavierSaints.org/FSD
Forever Saints Day is more than 
a day of giving, it is a day to 
celebrate our rich Catholic school 
history, show appreciation and 
raise funds to build on that tradi-
tion and ensure its viability for 
current and future generations. 
This one-day event is our new 
take on the Xavier Foundation’s 
Alumni Appeal. Last year’s inau-
gural event garnered more than 
$85,000 in donations across more 
than 500 donations in addition 
to offering a day-long live stream 
filled with great content. 

Make sure to tune in to our live 
stream from Xavier High School 
on 4/30/20 from 9 a.m. to 
7 p.m., featuring:
• Live interviews
• Launching new initiatives 
• Hourly prizes
• Alumni challenges 
• AND MORE! 
 

Watch interviews from 
Forever Saints Day 2019 
and learn more about 
FSD 2020 at 

XavierSaintS.org/FSd
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dancing with the SaintS

TUNE IN & OFFER 
YOUR SUPPORT ON

Forever 
SaintS day
Thursday, April 30, 2020
XavierSaints.org/FSD

Dancing with 
the Saints! 
A Showcase of Community,  
Entertainment, and Support  
for Xavier Classroom Upgrades.
The annual Dancing with the Saints event returned for its fifth 
season on January 18th as ten Xavier community stars (Tom 
Bueckers, Mary Hovda, Stephanie Hoxie, Tom Keating, Ted 
Kepros, Kathleen Kleiman, Alejandro Pino, Luanne Schwach, 
Tamara Thomas, and Joe Vondracek) were paired with ten area 
dance pros (Sara Eighme, Markus Cannon, LD Kidd, Alisabeth 
Von Presley, Vanessa Terrell, Aaron Malec, Susie Murray, Shawn 
Nelson, Billy Vogl, and Erica Ireland) to raise funds to upgrade 
Xavier classrooms. 

The live event, emceed by Marcia Hughes and Justin Roberts, 
delivered show-stopping performances by the ten dancing 
couples in addition to professional numbers and past Dancing 
with the Saints stars -- all in front of a sold-out crowd of 1,100 
attendees. With the help of our Dancing with the Saints voters, 
dancers, dance pros and an entire community coming togeth-
er, the event raised more than $156,000 to support class-
room upgrades at Xavier High School (a new event record). 
Congratulations to our Dancing with the Saints: Season 5 

People’s Choice Champions (the couple who raised the most 
voting donation dollars): Ted Kepros and Vanessa Terrell. Also, 
congratulations to our Season 5 Judges’ Choice Champions: 
Tom Keating and Alisabeth Von Presley! Thank you to Scott 
Saville, Shantel Klinger, James Vandenberg and Alvon Reed 
for serving as our Season 5 celebrity guest judges and to 
David Schulte for checking in with our dancers throughout the 
night in the greenroom. 

This event, which has become a showcase of the unique sense 
of community Xavier is blessed with, continues to grow. With a 
new and stellar cast lined up for Season 6 (featuring Kathleen 
Bean, Ally Callanan, Katie Driscoll, Katie Giorgio, Kelly Hise-
rote, Dr. David Johnson, Marty Lenss, Dr. Vincent Reid, Dave 
Skala, and Dave Tallett), we can guarantee the our next live 
event on January 23, 2021 will be one you don’t want to miss! 
More information at XavierSaints.org/DWTS.

Learn more about the “active learning” classroom 
upgrades made possible by Dancing with the Saints at 

XavierSaintS.org/active-Learning
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Supporting BuSineSS Spotlight

Parish Pastor 2019 Chairs
2019 Asoc. 

Chairs

All Saints Fr. Jack Flaherty
Jim & Carrie 

Eipert

Brian & Holly 

Loney

Immaculate 

Conception
Fr. Chris Podhajsky

Ed & Karen 

Pisney

Steve & Car-

men Welch

St. Elizabeth 

Ann Seton
Fr. Mark Ressler

Dave & Suzanne 

Stoltenberg

Phil & Sue 

Lowder

St. John XXIII Fr. Dustin Vu
John & Dianne 

Clarke

Jeff Hunt & 

Chris Shea-

Hunt

St. Joseph
Fr. David 

O’Connor

Jamie & Tammy 

McAllister

John & Becky 

Bostwick

St. Jude Fr. Mark Murphy
Jason & Kristin 

Frahm

Cory & Jill 

McGarvey

St. Ludmila Fr. Ken Glaser Wayne & Lynda Cook

St. Matthew Fr. Don Czapla
Mark & Amy 

Kane

Joe & Marla 

Tursi

St. Patrick Fr. Ivan Nienhaus
Chris & Dawn 

Martin

Dale & Jenny 

Emerson

St. Pius X Fr.  Phil Thompson
Jim & Bonnie 

Beardsworth

Scott & Teresa 

Stadelmann

St. Wenceslaus Fr. Chris Podhajsky Dave Martin
David & Julie 

Skala

2020 Business Appeal: 

Fueling Future Leaders
The theme of the 2020 Business Appeal is “Fueling Future Leaders.” Sixty volunteers, 
led by captains Chris Fischer and Kirk Sadilek, will work to meet the campaign’s fun-
draising goal of $155,000. Please watch for updates and the opportunity to fuel our 
Saints through your support. 

Chris Fischer is an Account Executive and Shareholder with Homes Murphy. Chris and 
his wife Sarah attend St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Hiawatha and have two children, Ellie 
(X17) and Nick (X20).  In his free time, Chris enjoys spending time with family, exercis-
ing, all things Iowa Hawkeyes and volunteering for numerous organizations in the com-
munity. 

Kirk Sadilek has been in the financial services industry for 33 years. Kirk is highly 
involved in the community as a past board president of Variety – Children’s Charity of 
Eastern Iowa, Committee member of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish Legacy Commu-
nity, and Board Member of the Catholic Foundation in the Archdiocese of Dubuque. 
Kirk is passionate about the outdoors, sports and fishing. He enjoys spending his time 
with family, friends and meeting new people. 

Chris Fischer
2020 Business Appeal Chair

Kirk Sadilek
2020 Business Appeal Co-Chair

BuSineSS  AppeAl / pAriSh AppeAl

2019 Parish Appeal: 
THANK YOU!
THANK YOU to all who supported the 2019 Parish 
Appeal! The Parish Appeal is the largest source of 
income for the Xavier Foundation, directly benefit-
ting Xavier High School. A very special thank you 
to Richard and Kathy Curphey (St. Matthew) for 
serving as our campaign chairpersons and Jeff & 
Kathleen Bean (Immaculate Conception) for serv-
ing as campaign co-chairs. 

The Parish Appeal is currently at 90 percent of 
its goal -- and would not be possible without the 
support of Xavier’s 11 supporting parishes. We are 
blessed and grateful for the support of our parish 
pastors and parish appeal volunteers. 

There is still time to contribute to the 2019 
Parish Appeal and help us reach our goal of 
$525,000. Please visit XavierSaints.org or mail 
your donation to: Xavier Foundation, 
P.O. Box 10956, Cedar Rapids, IA 52410-0956.

Questions? Please contact us at: 319-378-4571 
or development@xavierfoundation.org. 

2019 Parish Appeal 
Chairs & Co-Chairs

Businesses: Save Our Volunteers a 
Call & Make Your Gift Now!

Make your gift online at XavierSaints.org/Give or call the 
Xavier Foundation at 319-378-4571. Thank you!
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SuPPorting BuSineSS SPotLight

Q&A with Duane Jasper, CEO & Owner of 
Xavier-Supporting Business, Travel Leaders/Destinations Unlimited

Destinations Unlimited was founded in 1984 and has served 
the Cedar Rapids business and vacation traveler for nearly 
forty years. Duane Jasper and his wife, Anne, acquired the 
business a little more than four years ago after being associ-
ated with the company for more than 25 years prior (Destina-
tions Unlimited managed corporate travel for Jasper’s previ-
ous employer, RuffaloCODY, now Ruffalo Noel Levitz). 
Today, the company manages corporate travel for more than 
70 companies in the Corridor, the State of Iowa and beyond, 
planning more than 5,000 vacations every year.

Tell us a little about Destinations Unlimited’s 
offerings...
Travel Leaders/Destinations Unlimited is a full service travel 
management company and, in addition to vacation and 
corporate travel, we also manage meetings, incentive and 
reward travel.

What is the one thing you’d like the larger  
community to know about Destinations that you 
believe they might not know?
Like many industries, the travel industry has undergone 
significant changes and innovations. Our company has 
embraced the change and technology to provide a full suite 
of services for our corporate clients that allow them to see a 
net financial benefit when utilizing our platforms and ser-
vices. We are also experiencing an increase in the number of 
vacation travelers that utilize our service to best match their 
budget to expectations.  Increasingly, travelers are placing 
a high value on the experience and peace of mind that our 
consultants provide.

You have been an unwavering supporter of Catho-
lic education over the years. What is your primary 
motivation for this support?
Our family has had a great experience with the Xavier and 
Catholic School community. While we believe that there are 
great communities throughout the various Cedar Rapids area 
school districts, the sense of family that I have always felt 
among the students, staff and families has consistently been 
positive and it easy to get behind and support organizations, 
people and missions that share your personal values.

Why do you feel it is important for area businesses 
to support Catholic education?
We should be proud of the citizens in Cedar Rapids and 
Marion. There is no shortage of really good organizations, 
causes and projects to support and frequently we give freely 
of our time and treasures. Xavier is no exception. Catholic 
education and values are important to our community and 
the support of the business community advances the mission.  

Book Your Next Travel Destination with

traveL LeaderS/deStinationS unLimited 
DUAgency.com

ceDAr rApiDs: (319) 393-1359 | corAlville: (319) 351-4510

View supporting businesses at

XavierSaintS.org/SuPPorting-BuSineSSeS

2020 Business Appeal: 

Fueling Future Leaders
Duane Jasper

CEO/Owner
Travel Leaders/Destinations Unlimited
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Submitted by Chris McCarville (R97), XHS President

“Planned giving” is a loaded term. For some, the idea of leaving a planned gift 
seems complex. For others, perhaps the thought of one’s own mortality can be 
a difficult thought to wrestle with. But at the end of the day, all “planned giving” 
really boils down to is this – simply making a promise. 

A year ago, my wife and I made our first planned gifts and it couldn’t have been 
any easier. For a nominal fee, we worked with an attorney who helped us put 
together a will and a trust. Working with her, we included the names of chari-
ties we wished to one day receive portions of our estate. We simply gave her 
percentages each charity would receive. We signed the documents, the attor-
ney filed them with the state and just like that, just that easily, we made our first 
planned gifts. 

Charitable gift annuities, charitable remainder trusts, or remembering Xavier 
though the creation of a donor advised fund are other examples of planned 
gifts. Simply listing “Xavier High School” as a beneficiary to a life insurance 
policy is a wonderful, easy way to remember Xavier. 

However, where planned giving really begins to take off is through simple con-
versation. Free of charge, the Xavier Foundation has worked with many over the 
years, discussing options that might make sense for unique circumstances and 
desires. We do not provide legal or financial advice. Rather, we’ve helped many 
over the years get started by simply having conversations. 

If you are interested in potentially leaving a planned gift to Xavier, do not hesi-
tate to give me a call (319) 294-6635 ext. 305, or Mary Harken, Director of De-
velopment, (319) 378-4571. And if you have left a planned gift to Xavier, please 
let us know! We would love to include you in our Heritage Society, which today 
has over 100 members. 

Leaving a planned gift is one of the easiest and most impactful ways to financial-
ly support Xavier. Most planned gifts cost nothing today; it’s simply a promise. 
Give us a call today, we’d love to show you just how easy and how impactful, 
that promise can be. 

Planned Giving: 
Can You Afford to 

Make Xavier a Promise?

A friendly reminder for anyone over 70 1/2 years of age that there 
is a definite tax advantage to directly donate to a nonprofit like 
Xavier Foundation using funds in a traditional IRA. Please consult 
with your financial advisor to see if this might be a good fit for you, 
and here is a helpful article link with additional information: 
https://www.investopedia.com/taxes/can-i-use-money-my-ira-donate-charity/

we rememBer...
in memory oF aLumni & FriendS

We continue to pray for the departed as 
well as their loved ones.

Michael “Mick” Green (R64)
1945-2019

Frank Lundon (R64)
1946-2019

Sharon (Casey) Harris (R66)
1948-2019

Deni (Hodson) Zuber (R68)
Entered eternal rest on November 9, 2019

Sandra (Plotz) Putman (R69) 
1950-2019

F Joe Nosek (L70)
1952-2019

Mary (Ard) Morgan (L72)
1954-2019

Dick Hess (L72)
Entered eternal rest on October 20, 2019

Terry Wubbens (R73)
1954-2019

Joel Proskovec
Entered eternal rest on December 10, 2019

Maureen (O’Connell) Barry (R74)
1955-2019

Leon P Hindman (L75)
1956-2019

David Boyle (L75)
1956-2019

Timothy J Hayek (L87)
1969-2019

Katherine M Weiler (X09)
1991-2019

Jeff Vipond (X16)
1998-2019

The names of alumni and special 
friends who have recently entered 

eternal rest. 

Their names are entered in to our 
Memorial Prayer Book at 

Xavier High School in the chapel. 
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aLumni SpotLight:aLumni SpotLight: Professional UPdates:
Michele Brock (R93) joined the Catholic Foundation in the Archdiocese of 
Dubuque as their new Executive Director this past July.

Josh Barta, CPA (L98) was recently promoted to Principal at Clifton Larson 
Allen LLP. 

Stephen Larson (X99) recently joined SImmons Perrine Moyer Bergman PLC 
in Cedar Rapids as an attorney.

Jennifer Reyes Lay (X05) was hired on as Executive Director of US Catholic 
Sisters Against Human Trafficking this past July. US Catholic Sisters Against 
Human Trafficking (USCSAHT) is a national network of over 100 congregations 
of women religious and dozens of other individual and coalition members col-
laborating with the common goal of ending human trafficking and supporting 
survivors. 

Julie (Easton) Peterson (X06) is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker living in the 
Chicago area with her husband, Tyler, and daughter, Eleanor (five months old). 
Currently, Julie is working with the state of Illinois’ organ procurement organi-
zation, Gift of Hope, evaluating potential patients for donation eligibility and 
guiding families through the process. 

Derek Kramer (X08) recently accepted the position of Doctor of Physical 
Therapy at Lake Mead Health and Rehabilitation Center in Las Vegas, NV. He 
was previously with Kindred Hospital, Las Vegas, NV.

Ryan Hagen (X10) is an aerospace engineer currently serving at Boeing in St 
Louis, MO.
 
Dylan Martin (X10) recently competed at the Dubai CrossFit Championships in 
December. He placed 23rd in the competion. 

Morgan Noonan (X14) cheered at Super Bowl LIV as a member of the world 
champion Kansas City Chief’s cheerleading squad.

Tyler Testin (X16) will graduate from the University of Notre Dame in May 
2020. He has accepted a job with Collins Aerospace as a Data Scientist, and 
will work with their Mission Systems’ Intelligence, Surveillance, Reconnaissance 
& Space Division in Westford, MA. Tyler also plays on the Division 1A Rugby 
team at Notre Dame and writes for Fighting Irish Media. 

We would love to share your good news 
in our newsletter!  

If you’d like to share about a great event or milestone in your 
life, email us at development@xavierfoundation.org OR 

complete the “Stay In Touch”
form at XavierSaints.org/Alumni.

Weddings:

neW arrivals:

Jon Keller (X10) and Kelsey 
Kuba-Tresnak (X12) were united 
in marriage on November 16, 
2019 in Cedar Rapids. 

Chris McCarville (R97) and his 
wife, Erica, welcomed their son, 
Cole Joseph (X38), into the world 
on January 13, 2020. Cole joins 
older brother, Jack (X36). 

Joey Gase (X10), and his wife, 
Caitlyn, welcomed twins, Jace 
and Carson, into the world on 
December 11, 2019. 

athletics:
Charlotte Richards (X18), Vol-
leyball, University of Missouri, 
St. Louis, was named an Ameri-
can Volleyball Coaches Division 
II second-team All-American. 
Richards ranks 45th in NCAA D-II 
with 3.71 kills per set and her 434 
total kills ranks 35th nationally. 
She also averaged 2/74 digs per 
set and had 32 service aces. 

Michael Fettkether (X16), 
Football, St. Ambrose 
University, was selected to 
compete in the inaugural NAIA 
Senior Football Classic this past 
December. Fettkether is one 
of 116 seniors from 42 schools 
selected to play in the East vs 
West All-Star Game.  Fettkether 
was a long snapper and four-year 
starter for St. Ambrose.

aLumni newS & noteS

Regis Class of 1970 - 50 Year Reunion
September 18 & 19, 2020 
Friday evening venue:  Parlor City 1125 3rd Street SE Cedar Rapids
Saturday evening venue: Elmcrest Country Club  
1 Zach Johnson Dr. NE Cedar Rapids
Contact:  Bob and Margie Pence
bobmargiepence@gmail.com | 319-533-9074
Facebook Group Page:  CR Regis Class of 1970 Fifty Year Reunion

uPcoming

cLaSS reunionS
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Chris McCarville (R97)
President

Mary Harken
Director of Development

Elizabeth Wright (X10)
Donor Relations & 

Appeal Coordinator

Nick Ireland (X01)
Director of Communications

 
Xavier Foundation Board

2020-2021

Officers 
Most. Rev. Michael Jackels 

David Schimberg (R91) 
Mike Gannon 
Barb Schmall 

Ellen Bouchard 
Rev. Philip Thompson  

Members 
Michele Busse 
Tom Chalstrom 
Mary Harken 

Tom Hoffmann  
Joe Kirby 

Chris McCarville (R97) 
Jill Reicks  

David Stoltenberg  
Cynthia Sueppel 

Board Emeritus 
Michael Stallman 

Gary Streit

Angela Olson
Principal

Gerry Miller
Associate Principal

Adam McDonnell
Activities Director

Fr. Dustin Vu
Campus Minister

StoLBa (X00), Bedard (X07), Starry (L93) & victor (r64) 
enter haLL oF Fame

On January 31st, we welcomed four outstanding individuals to the LaSalle-Regis-Xavier 
Alumni Hall of Fame: Hannah Stolba X00 (grandmother, Laverne, accepted on Han-
nah’s behalf as Hannah is contracted with a rugby team in Valladolid, Spain through 
April); Joe Bedard X07; Corey Starry L93; and Jim Victor (posthumous award accepted 
by Jim’s brother, Tom, and sister-in-law, Mary). The Alumni Association hosted a recep-
tion for invited guests prior to the induction, which took place at halftime of the Xavier-
Linn-Mar boys basketball game. 

           read FuLL BioS oF each inductee at XavierSaintS.org/aLumni.


